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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Bill Schremp, Paul Kennedy, Craig McEwen, Rex Zemke, Dan Mortensen, Deb 
Ehster, and Village President George Peterson.  Also, present: Administrator Gary Olsen, 
Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 

3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None. 
 

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Approve the Legislative Meeting Minutes of 
September 28, 2020, the Village Board Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2020, 
and the Outdoor Recreation Plan Meeting Minutes of October 6, 2020 as 
presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

5. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his department. 

• Drug and violence activity are on the rise. 
• Rothschild Police arrested an armed suspect and a homicide suspect that were 

wanted outside of their jurisdiction.   
 

6. Fire/EMS Report: 
 
Fire Chief Rob Bowen gave an update on his department. 

• Riverside Fire Department staff has been upgraded to an Advanced EMT Level. 
• There were 79 calls for the month of September 2020.  60 calls were medical 

and 19 were fire. 
 

7. Kerry Conditional Use Application: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the Village has received a request from Kerry to extend its 
existing Conditional Use Approval of a 2,000-gallon holding tank granted by the Village 
in 2018.  The conditional granting was based on  pending future expansion of new 
construction which was delayed.  The current conditional use sunsets in 2021.  Kerry 
currently has submitted a proposed site expansion to the Village of Weston (owner of 
the parcel) for their approval.  Upon approval by the Village of Weston, Kerry will then 
submit a site plan application to the Village of Rothschild for its approval.  The proposal 
is expected to be submitted in the near future enabling construction in 2021. 
 
The current Conditional Use Request is for employee welfare until the future project(s) 
are  approved and completed.  The official request is an extension of the same 
conditional for two additional years to 8/13/2024.  
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Mr. Vergara explained the guidelines in further detail below: 
a) Zoning Classification.  The site is currently zoned as I-2 Heavy Industrial. 
b) Utilities.  Of the proposed buildings, the two on the north side of the main plant 

have serious grade issues for sanitary services.  Based on the grades sloping 
away from the building, it will be quite costly to construct a service lateral.   
Therefore, the buildings can only be serviced “cost effectively” by a holding tank. 

c) Setbacks and Height.  The proposed setbacks are no issue as the site 
modification is internal to the lot.  All setbacks are satisfied.  The proposed 
height is approximately 10’ in height which is far under the maximum. 

d) Lighting.  All lighting should meet the “dark sky friendly” criteria. 
e) Parking Lot/Traffic Control.  Parking will not change as part of this project.  The 

new structures are outside the main traffic flow areas with a designated parking 
area. 

f) Architectural Review and Development Standards.  elevations and architectural 
review are ok. 

 
In summary Mr. Vergara explained that Kerry refers to these buildings as “temporary” 
in their materials.  Initially there was question as to if the proposed buildings are 
defined as permanent as it relates to Rothschild’s code.  Per Mike Block, the Village’s 
Building Inspector, these building do fit the definition of permanent.  Review of the 
general site plan shows no real issues outside of the sanitary service issue.  As 
mentioned, a typical service is cost prohibitive and holding tank use is requested.  Mr. 
Vergara recommends approval of the site plan as submitted with the following 
conditions: 

• The holding tank use is valid for three (3) years from the date of the site plan 
approval. 

• All exterior lights shall be dark sky friendly.   
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Kerry Conditional Use Permit 
with a sunset date of August 13, 2024.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

8. CIP Amendment: Change Schmidt/Schmidt Reconstruction Project to Lower Schmidt, 
Hazel, and Edgar Reconstruction Project: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained that the current borrowing is set for the Upper and Lower 
Schmidt Street Segments Reconstruction Project and the Birch and Division Street 
Reconstruction Project for 2021.  These areas were prioritized based on various needs 
such as street conditions and underground utility age and conditions.  The Rothschild 
Water Utility has just completed a 3-year Lead and Copper sampling that is required as 
part of permitting by the WDNR.  The Village just updated our list of sample points 
based on past construction projects where we have reconstructed the utilities. These 
new locations have been chosen by the utility for known potential lead/copper areas 
and approved by the WDNR.  Keep in mind lead leachate can come from lead services, 
lead solder, and other lead plumbing fixtures.  The tests are based on a 90th percentile 
sampling rate which means that 9 samples of 10 are used for the actual reporting 
results.  The maximum action levels for lead is 15 parts/billion (ppb=ug/l) and 1300 
parts/billion (ppb=ug/l) for copper in the system. The utility did pass the testing 
requirements and it was submitted to the WDNR accordingly. 
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There is an abnormally high-test result from the 118 Edgar Street sampling point that 
lies between BUS 51 and Hazel Street.  While the utility is technically passing the lead 
testing requirements, Mr. Vergara does not feel it prudent in overlooking this since we 
have a project so close in proximity. Doing research into our project estimates in the 
current CIP, removing the Upper Schmidt area from the project and adding the single 
blocks of Edgar and Hazel adds approximately $100K to the overall cost (projected) and 
there is a $46K contingency in the Hazel and Edgar project estimate.  Mr. Vergara has 
spoken with Mr. Olsen about the situation and Mr. Vergara’s recommendation is to 
remove Upper Schmidt from the project based on this new information.  This new area 
would be contiguous to the Lower Schmidt area which results in no new mobilizations 
for all the construction trades.  
 
In summary, Mr. Olsen is in concurrence with the proposal due to the new data.  Mr. 
Vergara recommends the change of the following: removal of the Upper Schmidt 
portion of the project and replacing it with the single blocks of Edgar Avenue and Hazel 
Streets along with Lower Schmidt Avenue.  This change does show the Village and the 
Utility are acting responsively to the new findings. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the CIP Amendment: Change 
Schmidt/Schmidt Reconstruction Project to Lower Schmidt, Hazel, and Edgar 
Reconstruction Project as Requested.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

9. Becher Hoppe Contract Amendment for Design/Bid Services: 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that currently Becher Hoppe is at about 70% completion of the 
Upper and Lower Schmidt Avenue design.  When Mr. Vergara learned of the water 
sample test results, he contacted them and told them to halt any work at this this time.  
Mr. Vergara informed Becher Hoppe about the situation and requested that they 
present a contract amendment for the change recommended above.  Becher Hoppe 
submitted a lump sum proposal that now includes a survey, design, bid of the water 
main that runs adjacent to BUS HWY 51 from Schmidt Avenue to Edgar Avenue, the 
single block of Edgar Avenue, and the single block of Hazel Street to Weston Avenue.  
The amendment is a lump sum proposal that deducts the remaining 30% fee for Upper 
Schmidt Avenue and adds in the remaining work in the amount of $33,390.00.  Mr. 
Vergara recommends approval of the contact amendment to Becher Hoppe in amount of 
$33,390.00 if the CIP Amendment is approved. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Zemke to Approve the Becher Hoppe Contract 
Amendment for Design/Bid Services in the Amount of $33,390.00.  Roll call vote: 
Deb Ehster – Aye; Bill Schremp – Aye; Paul Kennedy – Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; 
Dan Mortensen – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; and Village President George Peterson – 
Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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10. Resolution 2020-16 to Increase Budget for Fire Department: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained that the current levy limit law allows a municipality to increase its 
levy for a joint fire department under certain circumstances.  The increase has to be 
limited to CIP plus 2%.  The CIP number does not come out until the end of October, but 
Mr. Olsen has estimated CIP to be at around 1.4%.  This means the Fire District could 
increase its budget by 3.4%.  To claim this increase on the levy limit worksheet, both the 
City of Schofield and the Village of Rothschild have to pass a resolution allowing for the 
increase.  The City will be taking action on this issue at their meeting on Tuesday night.  
The Village will still be at a 3% total increase in property taxes for 2021 even with this 
resolution.  The Resolution number being approved for the increase budget for the Fire 
Department is 2020-17 and not 2020-16 as noted on the agenda item. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Ehster to Approve Resolution 2020-17 to Increase Budget 
for Fire Department as Requested.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

11. Creation of Sub-Committee to Study Alleyways in the Village: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained that at the last Board meeting, there were a couple of citizens who 
live on the alleyway that was just surveyed who addressed the Board.  They had a 
concern with having to move items that have been in the alleyway for many years.  The 
Board requested this item to be put back on the agenda for this meeting.  After having 
many conversations with Board members and the citizens, it was decided that a 
subcommittee should be formed to better address this issue.  Many variables need to be 
considered when clearing the alleyways.  The Village President, George Peterson, would 
like to create a subcommittee to better evaluate this process.  The subcommittee will 
consist of Craig McEwen as chair, Deb Ehster, and Rex Zemke.  Letters were sent to all 
residents along the alleyway that was recently surveyed informing them that they do 
not need to move anything until a final recommendation is reached by the 
subcommittee and ratified by the Board. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Mortensen to Create a Sub-Committee to Study Alleyways 
in the Village and having Craig McEwen as Chair with Deb Ehster and Rex Zemke 
as Members.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

12. Village Board Rules: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained the DRAFT copy of the Village Board Rules to the Board members.  
The Legislative Committee worked on these rules and have moved them forward to the 
Board for final action to be taken.  Members of the Board reviewed the DRAFT copy and 
suggested changes to the rules.  Board members suggested changing the number of 
virtual meeting attendances, adjusting the verbiage of closed session, correcting 
Riverside Commission and Riverside Board Members, and allowing the Board members 
to address items at a Board Meeting for it to be recorded in the minutes (example: 
adding Announcements to the Agenda).  The Board also needs to determine if they want 
these rules to replace Ordinance 158 or do away with Ordinance 158 and adopt the 
rules via a resolution. 
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Motioned by Schremp/Ehster to Approve the Village Board Rules in Resolution 
Form, Repeal Ordinance 158 at next Village Board Meeting, and make the 
following changes noted above.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

13. Board, Committees, or Commission Referrals: 
 
Trustee Paul Kennedy wants to schedule a Personnel Meeting shortly. 
 
Trustee Craig McEwen will begin the process of setting up meetings for the study of 
Alleyways in the Village. 
 

12. Adjourn: 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0. Meeting 
Adjourned at 7:56 pm. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


