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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Craig McEwen, Dan Mortensen, Rex Zemke, Deb Ehster, Paul Kennedy, and 
Village President George Peterson.  Trustee Bill Schremp is excused.  Also, present: 
Administrator Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara and 
Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 
3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None. 

 
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 

 
Motioned by Mortensen/Kennedy to Approve the Village Board Meeting 
Minutes of February 10, 2020, Tourism Meeting Minutes of February 13, 2020, 
and Personnel Meeting Minutes of February 19, 2020 as presented.  
Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

5. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his department. 

• Chief Hunt mentioned that the year-end and 4th quarter reports are 
completed.  There was an increase in calls during the 4th quarter compared 
to last year. 

 
6. Birch Street Design: 

 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that MSA was awarded the contract for the design of both 
Birch and Division Streets.  The area is currently curb and gutter with no sidewalks 
and concrete approaches.  Last week, Mr. Olsen and Mr. Vergara met with Chad to 
discuss the Birch Street Project concepts. After much discussion, the consensus of 
our meeting is to move forward with a single 8-foot concrete sidewalk on the WEST 
side of a newly reconstructed street that the Village would maintain.  Here are a few 
significant items to consider: 
 

• The Birch Street right-of-way is only 50-feet.  In a normal cross section 
design, the dimension is such: 

   Two 5-ft walks    = 10-feet 
   Road with c/g      = 32-feet 
   Two 4-ft Boulevards =       8-feet 
            50-feet  

• This area is in the Approved Areas of Urbanized Street Cross Sections: Curb, 
Gutter & Sidewalk as approved by the  Board in August 2019.    



VILLAGE OF ROTHSCHILD 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
February 24, 2020 

 
Accepted: March 10, 2020 

 2 

 

• Birch Street is now designated by the MPO as part of the Mountain Bay Trail.  
The Mountain Bay Trail now runs on Shorey Avenue, Margaret Street, 
Military Road, and Birch Street in the Village of Rothschild. 

• Birch Street is also a connector of the Cedar Creek Trail to the south toward 
Kronenwetter and the Bike Bridge connecting to Rib Mountain to the north. 

• Birch Street should be aesthetically pleasing as it is the only 1 of 3 WI River 
frontage roads in the Village.  

• Birch Street has 3 parks directly adjacent to it:  Siemens Park, Garski Park 
(under the “c” in Birch in the map below), and River Park. 

 
Motioned by Mortensen/McEwen to Approve the Birch Street Design Proposal 
with 8-foot Multimodal Trail sidewalk and parallel parking along Division 
Street.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

7. Arbor Day Proclamation: 
 
Mr. Vergara requested that the Board approve the Arbor Day Proclamation 
recognizing Friday April 24, 2020 as Arbor Day.  This is a requirement of the Village 
to maintain its status as an active Tree City member. 
 
Motioned by Kennedy/Mortensen to Approve the Arbor Day Proclamation as 
presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

8. Resolution 2020-1: Resolution of Disallowance of Claim Filed Against the Village of 
Rothschild: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained the resolution to disallow a claim filed against the Village by 
Patricia Schroeder.  The claim is regarding injuries she sustained as a result of a trip 
and fall incident.  The claim was submitted to the Village’s insurance carrier and it is 
their recommendation to disallow the claim.   
 
Motioned by McEwen/Mortensen to approve Resolution 2020-1 of 
Disallowance of Claim Filed Against the Village of Rothschild.  Questioned and 
carried 5:0 (Ehster abstained). 
 

9. Marathon County Municipalities Economic Development Agreement: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained the proposed updated Marathon County Municipalities 
Economic Development Agreement.  The Village has been part of this agreement 
since its inception in 2014.  The agreement sets a code of conduct for those 
participating municipalities that prevents them from soliciting a fellow 
municipality’s businesses or leads.  This has been a productive agreement for the 
area.  The agreement was revised slightly to be limited to only those participating 
and not all communities in the County.   
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Motioned by Mortensen/Ehster to Approve the Marathon County 
Municipalities Economic Development Agreement as Presented.  Questioned 
and carried 6:0. 
 

10. Administrator’s Report: 
 
Administrator Gary Olsen gave a brief update. 

• Mr. Olsen wanted to update the Board regarding the issue of co-signing for 
the loan for the Convention Center.  Neither the Board or the Tourism 
Commission wanted to co-sign the loan if they did not have to.  Because of 
this, Mr. Olsen asked the CVB and Dale Elliot to find an alternative bank.  The 
Commission did finalize an amended contract, but Mr. Olsen has since 
received an email from the CVB.  The CVB thinks they have found a bank that 
will not require the Village to co-sign.  Mr. Olsen is hoping that loan will go 
through and the Village will not need to consider co-signing. 

• Mr. Olsen met with a representative from the American Legion regarding the 
Gold Star Mother statue that will be placed in the rotunda of the park by the 
Village Hall.  They are planning the celebration to unveil the statue for 
September 27th.  They are expecting a large gathering of people and 
dignitaries.  Mr. Olsen will remind the Board of the celebration when it gets 
closer, but it would be good if some of the Board members would attend. 

• The Village of Kronenwetter will be hosting a training for all elected officials 
on Thursday, March 12th at 6:30 p.m. regarding “Running an Effective 
Meeting.”  This training will detail elected officials’ roles.  The training is free, 
and Mr. Olsen would encourage all Board members to attend if they can. 

• We signed Bobby and Chris up for a training regarding moving from 
employee to supervisor.  Mr. Olsen thought this would help them as they 
transition to the Assistant Manager role.  They will be at that training next 
week. 

• Recently some Board members have been questioning the process regarding 
how street projects are presented to the Board, public, and the timing of the 
bidding for the work on the projects.  Mr. Olsen would like to create a policy 
regarding these procedures to be sure we are all on the same page and 
working as a team.  The staff can bring a “draft” copy of a proposed policy to 
a future meeting in March that could then be fine-tuned by the Board and 
adopted. 

• We have interviewed five candidates for the DPW Mechanic position.  Our 
top candidate is having a physical and drug test completed.  Once those are 
done, Mr. Olsen will be negotiating his terms of employment and his start 
date.   
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11. Administrator of Public Works Report: 
 
Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara gave an update on his department. 

• Mechanic Position/Personnel.  Finalizing. 
• TAP Statement of Qualifications (SOQ).  The committee consisting of 3 

Rothschild members and 2 Schofield members are finalizing the SOQ 
evaluations. 
 

12. Committee Reports and Referrals:   
 

Trustee Deb Ehster mentioned that a Legislative Meeting will need to be set up in 
the future. 
 
Trustee Craig McEwen mentioned that the Aquatic Center Commission will be 
meeting in March to discuss the update of the Splash Pad. 
 
Trustee Rex Zemke is requesting a Personnel meeting to consider a change to the 
Village Board Handbook regarding Section 4.2 (Y), Prohibited Conduct related to the 
seeking out of one or more elected officials in order to persuade or influence 
operations while on duty. 
 
Trustee Paul Kennedy mentioned that a Personnel Meeting will need to be set up in 
the future. 
 

13. Presidents Report:   
Village President George Peterson did not have a report at this time. 
 

14. Adjourn: 
 

Motioned by McEwen/Kennedy to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


