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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Rex Zemke, Dan Mortensen, Bill Schremp, Paul Kennedy, Craig McEwen, Deb 
Ehster, and Village President George Peterson.  Also, present: Administrator Gary Olsen, 
Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 

3. Requests and Statements from the Audience: 
 

Stacey from Without a Hitch is present and is requesting to speak during the Re-
evaluate opening of the parks and pavilion in Rothschild Agenda item. 

 
4. Introduction of New DPW Mechanic, Laron Marcott: 

 
Mr. Vergara introduced Laron Marcott to the Village Board. 
 

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Ehster to Approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes of 
April 27, 2020, the Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes of May 6, 2020, the 
Village Board Meeting Minutes of May 11, 2020, the Special Village Board Meeting 
Minutes of May 18, 2020, and the Outdoor Recreation Plan Committee Meeting 
Minutes of May 19, 2020 as presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

6. Clerk’s Report: 
A. Applications, Licenses and Permits (as submitted) 

 
Trustee Paul Kennedy mentioned a building permit cost of $14,000.00.  The cost of the 
new home construction is $140,000.00. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Approve the Applications, Licenses and Permits 
as presented with the adjustment mentioned above.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

7. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his department. 

• Chief Hunt disbursed the quarterly report to the Board. 
• The Police Department is fully staffed and trained. 

 
8. Fire/EMS Report: 

 
Fire Chief Rob Bowen gave an update on his department. 

• Chief Bowen disbursed the monthly report to the Board. 
• There were 48 calls for the month of May 2020.  43 call were medical, and 5 calls 

were fire. 
• There was a forklift fire inside Domtar.  No injuries were reported. 
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9. Benaszeski/Zunker CSM Application: 106 E. Industrial Park Avenue: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the Certified Survey Map (CSM) application for the parcels 
located at 106 East Industrial Park Avenue and 10505 Benaszeski Street.  Currently the 
owner of 10505 Benaszeski Street has a “spite strip” of land that runs parallel to 
Benaszeski Street affectively blocking frontage and access to the same street right-of-
way (ROW).  These narrow strips of land often called “spite strips” have been used in 
the past by various owners to landlock or deny legal access to properties in the ROW.  It 
appears this may have been the case with this property.  Therefore, a CSM application 
was submitted to correct the problem.  The CSM absorbs the spite strip into the parent 
parcel (10505 Benaszeski Street), allows for a 66’ road right-of-way, and creates access 
to the ROW.  Both lots are zoned C-3: Business and Office District.  The lot being 
recreated at 106 East Industrial Park Avenue is proposed at 1.079 acres which is just 
above the 1.0 acre minimum by Village ordinance.  While the use is non-conforming, 
they can continue the current use in the C-3 zoning classification.  This CSM corrects the 
highway landlock issue which is not allowed.  Mr. Vergara would recommend the 
approval of the CSM since it corrects the landlock issue at 106 East Industrial Park 
Avenue. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Zemke to Approve the Benaszeski/Zunker CSM 
Application for 106 E. Industrial Park Avenue as Presented.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0. 
 

10. Kort LLC Site Plan: 311 East Kort Street: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the site plan application for the development at 311 East Kort 
Street.  The application is for a partial removal of an existing building, construction of  
new building,  new parking areas, and new drive through.  The site lies at the SE corner 
of the BUS HWY 51 and Kort/Jelinek Street Intersection and at the NE corner of the 
Village of Rothschild.  Across Kort Street to the north is the City of Scofield and 
McDonalds.  Across the street to the NE and E is the Village of Weston and Burger King 
and window company.  The site is Zoned C-2U which is the new zoning that was created 
last year that allows for greater density of tighter development meant especially for 
smaller lots along BUS Hwy 51.  This lot meets that criteria.  All locations with sub-
standard setbacks to the parking area/drive were approved by variance by the Board of 
Appeals on  May 6, 2020.  The building height is proposed at 19-feet well below the 
maximum of 45-feet and greater than 10% green space will be made available.   
 
Steve Stehr from Kort, LLC was present and explained that the landscaping will have 
boulders, shrubs, and trees with bark.  Mr. Stehr did mention that planters can be 
placed around the existing building.  Mr. Stehr also mentioned that a bumper will be 
placed to separate the parking stalls between Starbucks parking lot and Knight & Berry 
parking lot.   
 
Utilities.  The new building located at the NE corner of the lot is proposed to be serviced 
by all utilities that come off Kort Street.  Note that the Village does maintain ownership 
of the storm sewer and separate easement does need to be obtained from Kort LLC as 
part of this approval process. 
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Lighting and landscaping.  A lighting plan has not been received at the time of this 
review but was told by the developer that they will be provided.  
 
Parking Lot/Traffic Control.  Parking that has been proposed by the developer must 
meet Starbucks own requirements.  Some parking is created on the adjacent southern 
parcel.  This is allowed by a parking agreement already set in place by the developer. 
The traffic logistics are acceptable per review. Stalls meet the Village requirements of 
180 square feet. 
 
Architectural Review and Development Standards.  Referring to the elevation of the 
proposed new structure, the proposed Starbucks building clearly exceeds the minimum 
requirements.  However, the developer needs to assure the Village of the proposed 
exterior of the “existing” building to be modified.  The developer stated that this façade 
will match the existing building which was also approved by Rothschild a few years ago.   
 
Drainage.   Drainage is accomplished by sheet drainage to inlets.  As mentioned, the 
Village has agreed to allow the relocation of the storm main and it is use if an easement 
is created.   No detention is needed since the site is less than an acre. 
 
Summary.  We all recognize that this development is a significant business for the 
Village and its placement in our TIF and Market Place Area.  Review of the general 
site plan shows no real issues but the following needs to be addressed.  Mr. 
Vergara recommends approval of the site plan as submitted with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. For the Village to receive a copy of all signed easements. 
2. An acceptable lighting plan is submitted. 
3. An acceptable exterior facade of the existing building is submitted. 
4. Requirement to have a new privacy fence in the back of the existing 

building. 
5. Mr. Vergara mentioned to adjust adding a manhole cover only if needed to 

have access to the Sanitary Storm drain. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the Recommendation from the Planning 
& Zoning Commission of the Kort LLC Site Plan for 311 East Kort Street with the 
conditions noted above along with the adding a manhole cover only if needed.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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11. Streets Budget Fund Allocations: 
 
As part of the anticipated 2021 budget, Mr. Olsen had asked Mr. Vergara to keep about 
$50,000.00 in reserve at the end of the year.  The money being saved comes from a 
larger budget, the Streets Budget.  The subcategory is the Capital Outlay Budget.  The 
Capital Outlay budget is set at $107,650.00.  The streets of Schlei Lane, Sherwood 
Avenue, and Ryanwood Avenue are moved to 2021.  Adjusting for the $50,000.00 
reserve, the streets of Louis and Evergreen, and Frontage Road remained for 2020.  
Louis is underway and Evergreen is on hold until Weston replaces the watermain yet 
this year.  However, due to the large amount of failures experienced from last winter 
Mr. Vergara would like additional funds to be used for other area repairs.  Mr. Vergara is 
requesting that the money allocated for Frontage Avenue in the budget be allowed to be 
moved from Capital Outlay into the Streets General Expenses where Mr. Vergara can 
utilize these particular funds on smaller repairs needed on Reed Road, Shorey Avenue, 
etc.  The amount that Mr. Vergara is requesting to be transferred is $31,000.00. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Schremp to Approve the Streets Budget Fund Allocations of 
$31,000.00 to be moved out of Capital Outlay to Streets General.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0. 
 

12. TAP Grant Design Contract: 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that this has been a long process with WisDOT involvement that 
comes with WisDOT funding.  WisDOT needed to move our project into the 2022-2023 
funding cycle.  The Village of Rothschild will need to amend or adopt a new 
intergovernmental agreement with the City of Schofield for this work.  Mr. Vergara is 
hoping to have this on the next agenda.  The % of the contract is approximately 65% 
Rothschild and 35% Schofield.  The general schedule is now as follows: 
 

1) Preliminary Plan - January 2021 
2) Design Study Report – April 2021; 
3) Real Estate Initiation – May 2021-January 2022;  

a.  Acquire Real Estate Contract; 
4) Bid Date – July 2022 (earliest); 
5) Construction fall of 2022 (earliest) or spring/summer of 2023). 

 
The review committee selected Vierbicher Associates for the design/construction 
administration contract.  They have been negotiating with WisDOT to refine the design 
contract to meet WisDOT criteria.  Mr. Vergara recommends approval of the Vierbicher 
Associates design and subconsultant proposal in the amount of $109,893.96 for the TAP 
Trail Project.  Below is the design contract for the project.   
 
Prime Consultant: Vierbicher  -   $87,744.02 
1st Tier Subconsultant: Environmental -  $12,034.05 
1st Tier Subconsultant: Architectural -  $9,615.89 
1st Tier Subconsultant: Archeological -  $500.00 
Design Consultant Contract -   $109,893.96 
 



VILLAGE OF ROTHSCHILD 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
June 8, 2020 

 
Accepted: June 22, 2020 

 5 

 

Motioned by Mortensen/Kennedy to Approve the TAP Grant Design Contract in 
the Amount of $109,893.96.  Roll call vote: Craig McEwen – Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; 
Bill Schremp – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Paul Kennedy – Aye 
and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

13. Resolution 2020-7 Proclaiming July 25, 2020, as Christmas in July: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained the proclamation proclaiming July 25, 2020 as Christmas in July.  
Greg Cemke, a Rothschild resident, organizes a Christmas in July Charity that he does for 
the kids at Marshfield Clinic.  During this event, Mr. Cemke is Santa Claus and he travels 
via motorcycle to the clinic.  The motorcycle ride starts at Harley Davidson in Rothschild 
and ends at Marshfield Clinic in Marshfield.  There is a box in the Clerk’s Officer for the 
donation of toys for this event.  This is the second year the Village has helped promote 
this event. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Mortensen to Approve Resolution 2020-7 Proclaiming July 
25, 2020 as Christmas in July.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

14. Resolution 2020-8 to Close the Rothschild-Schofield Aquatic Center to Public Access 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that at the last Special Board meeting, the Board voted to close the 
Rothschild-Schofield Aquatic Center for the summer.  The Schofield Board also took this 
action but after they discussed this with their attorney, they felt it would be good to 
have a joint resolution regarding the closing of the pool.  The City of Schofield will vote 
on the resolution at their meeting on Tuesday, June 9th. 
 
Motioned by Kennedy/Schremp to Approve Resolution 2020-8 to Close the 
Rothschild-Schofield Aquatic Center to Public Access Due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic.  Questioned and carried 6:1 (Zemke). 
 
 

15. Re-evaluate Opening of the Parks and Pavilion in Rothschild: 
 
At the last Special Board meeting, the Board voted to close the park bathrooms, shelters, 
and the Pavilion through June and then re-evaluate these closings at the June 8th 
meeting.  All the renters for the Pavilion who have it rented for July and August were 
contacted.  All of them stressed that they would appreciate the Board to make a decision 
regarding the Pavilion as soon as possible so they can plan accordingly.  Mr. Olsen is 
recommending that we open the bathrooms at the parks and allow the shelters to be 
rented starting in July.  This will follow what the County has done with their parks and 
shelters. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Ehster to Allow Stacey from Without a Hitch to speak in front 
of the Board.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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Stacey is a wedding coordinator to help organize weddings.  She is familiar with the 
Pavilion along with other vendors in the area.  She has helped adjust events to 
accommodate the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Stacey is asking the Village Board to open the 
Pavilion and allow weddings to take place with guidelines set. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Zemke to Allow Kim Krautkramer to speak in from the of 
Board.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 
Ms. Krautkramer expressed her concern to the Board that her daughter is scheduled to 
get married at the Rothschild Pavilion in November and would like the Board to 
consider opening as her daughter is an active military member and was allowed time off 
for her wedding. 
 
The Board discussed sanitary cleaning of the Parks and Pavilion, along with how many 
people are able to attend the events.  The Board did suggest having Mr. Olsen and office 
staff organize a cleaning schedule along with a guard schedule and have the information 
ready to begin September 1st. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Zemke to Approve Opening of the Bathrooms at the 
Parks immediately and to Open the Shelters on July 1st with a max count of 50 
people.  Also, to follow the guidelines recommended by Marathon County.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Zemke to Approve Opening the Rothschild Pavilion on 
July 1st to the Public with a max count of 225 people and to follow the guidelines 
recommended by Marathon County.  Roll call vote:  Bill Schremp – Ney; Paul 
Kennedy – Ney; Deb Ehster – Ney; Craig McEwen – Ney; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Rex 
Zemke – Aye; and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  Motion Failed 3:4. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Ehster to Open the Rothschild Pavilion on September 1st 
Allowing Mr. Olsen Time to Organize New Procedures for Renters to Follow Due 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Roll call vote: Dan Mortensen – Ney; Paul Kennedy – 
Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; Rex Zemke – Ney; Bill Schremp – Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; 
and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried 5:2. 
 

16. Proposed Changes to the Employee Handbook: 
 
The Personnel Committee approved a change to Section 2.3 (L) Sick Leave in the Village 
Employee Handbook.  The proposed change would be to add the following:  Employees 
who abuse or exhaust their sick leave could be subject to discipline.  The Board did 
agree to adjust the wording of Section 2.3 (L) Sick Leave to read: Employees who abuse 
their sick leave could be subject to discipline. 
 
At the Personnel Committee, Trustee Rex Zemke requested that the Personnel 
Committee consider a change to the Village Employee Handbook regarding Section 4.2 
(Y), Prohibited Conduct related to the seeking out of one or more elected officials in 
order to persuade or influence operations while on duty.  The Personnel Committee did 
not take action on this item. 
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Motioned by Schremp/Mortensen to Approve the Village Employee Handbook 
Section 2.3 (L) Sick Leave with the changes noted above to remove “or exhaust” in 
the verbiage.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 
No Action Taken on the Village Employee Handbook Section 4.2 (Y) Prohibited 
Conduct.  Verbiage remains the same. 
 

17. Proposed Changes to the Hiring Policy: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained the proposed changes to the Hiring Policy.  Mr. Olsen believes these 
changes will help streamline the hiring process and answer some of the questions that 
arose when the last employees were hired.   
 
Motioned by Schremp/Kennedy to Approve the Proposed Changes to the Hiring 
Policy as presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

18. Adjourn: 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Mortensen to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


